
  Cherry S prings S tar P arty -  June, 2013 
T he S pring of 2013 has so far been a w et one!  A  trip dow n to Calhoun Cty P ark for the A pril N ew  M oon 
lasted for one night, and a M ay trip w as cancelled com pletely. 
T he w eather prospects w eren't looking too great either for the Cherry S prings S tarparty w eekend. 
S till, a group of Kiski A stronom ers decided to m ake the trip to P otter Cty on the M onday prior to the 
convention, to take advantage of at least a few  clear nights.  T o com plicate m atters, the day before w e 
w ere to leave, there w as a landslide on R t28 that com pletely closed the road for the next three w eeks. 
S o w e had to take longer alternate routes to the park. 
 
M on day   6 / 3 / 2 0 1 3 : 
A fter review ing Google M aps, I decided to take I-79 up to I-80 and then on to Dubois.  Even though the 
m ileage w as m uch longer than the usual w ay I go, taking R t28, it really only added an extra 15 m inutes 
to the overall trip tim e.  M ust be from  that 'highw ay speed' driving,,,, ? 
 
S tarted the Drive off in cloudy skies, but by the tim e I had turned onto R t555 the w eather had cleared. 
It w as a beautiful drive from  B enezette on to the park, w ith very little traffic. 
Verdant green hills rising up to an aqua blue sky, w ith eagles flying over the w hite-crested stream s. 
 
A rrived m id-afternoon to find Bob K, Denny H, and Fred K already setting up in the usual 'Kiski' spot. 
Dennis from  York and Don P  from  Ham ilton Canada w ere also there.  T here w ere actually quite a few  
folks already at the park to take advantage of the good w eather, including T om  P  w ho w as setup directly 
across from  m e. 
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A fter setting up the 6" R C & S tellaCam  videocam eras (S C-II & S C-3) on the Celestron CG-5 m ount and 
obtaining a polar alignm ent, had a very good evening of observing and video-capturing, w orking on m y 
Herschel-400 list of galaxies in U rsa M ajor.   
T ook tim e out to capture a w ide-field shot of M 81 & M 82 m ade using the S C-II & 50m m : 
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Bob, Denny and the rest of the gang also got polar aligned and spent the evening capturing photons.  
S tayed up till 3:00am . 
 
Tu esday   6 / 4 / 2 0 1 3 : 
S pent the day trying to stay out of the S un, hanging out w ith the group.  M ike from  N iagara, Canada, and 
N ick from  P hilly arrived and setup cam p.   
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T he observing field continued to fill w ith attendees. 
For the night, I setup the S am sung S DC435 w ith a 3m m  w ide-field CCT V lens on a tripod and pointed it 
to the southern half of the field. T hroughout the day I captured several daytim e avi clips and later 
several hours of dark sky w ith S corpius/S agittarius rising.  Here's a link to a tim e-lapse video that I m ade: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDJZugwFYRQ&feature=player_detailpage 
 
O nce the S un set, it w as another good night of observing!  U sing the 6" R C, I videocaptured the last few  
galaxies in U rsa M ajor and finished up the Herschel-400 project.  I'll have m y w ebsite's Herschel page 
updated later this m onth w ith the im ages.  I then turned to m y Collinder O pen Cluster project and began 
bagging objects over in the S agittarius region of the sky.  A  num ber of these objects are quite large and 
actually looked better using the 50m m  S C -II 'video-finder'.  
In betw een objects, I w ould take an occasional break to just sit back and enjoy the M ilky-W ay rising in 
the south-east, or stroll over to visit w ith Denny, Bob, or Don.  A round 3:30am , I called it a night. 
 
W edn esday   6 / 5 / 2 0 1 3 : 
T he day once again started off sunny.  Discovered that m y car battery had died overnight. 
A fter several efforts from  Denny and Bob, w e got the car started and I drove dow n to Coudersport for a 
new  battery.  U pon returning, I dis-assem bled the 6"R C and CG-5 m ount.   
Bob K w as getting a new  A tlas m ount and had sold his Celestron C-Gem  to m e.  W e carried it over to m y 
cam psite and slapped the 6" R C on it.  It looks and w orks great!!! 
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U nfortunately, I picked up a bit of sunburn during the process, and had to go lay dow n for a w hile. 
 
T he w eather forecast w as not looking good for the evening, and through the rest of the w eek, so Fred K 
packed in and left for hom e.  T hat afternoon, Bob N  arrived, along w ith hazy skies that slow ly thickened. 
By sunset it w as obvious that no good observing w ould be done that night, but I w as still able to polar 
align and practice using m y new  C -Gem  m ount.  W hat a great piece of equipm ent!!! 
By m idnight, clouds had com pletely closed dow n the sky, so after throw ing as m uch as I could back into 
the car, it w as off to bed.  Began raining in the w ee hours,,,, 
 
Thu rsday   6 / 6 / 2 0 1 3 : 
R ained 'Cats and Dogs' the entire day!!!  W e received close to 1.3" of w et stuff, along w ith steady w inds. 
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N othing to do but to stay inside m y little teardrop cam per and catch up on reading and DVD's. 
("From  the Earth to the M oon" is a great m iniseries!) 
A  num ber of cam pers packed up during breaks in the rain and pulled out. 
W ent to bed early. 



 
Friday   6 / 7 / 2 0 1 3 : 
T he rain continued off/on throughout the day, w ith occasional heavier show ers and w inds. 
M ore folks packed up and left, but then w ere replaced by new  arrivals.   
Here’s a pic of John, Karen, Don, and others from  the Ham ilton club: 
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A lso, a couple of regional fellas, Bill Cassidy and T om , w ho are m aking a docum entary about the Cherry 
S prings S tar P arty, setup on the other side of the road from  us. 
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P robably a good 150 people on the observing field enjoying the rain.  M id-m orning the vendors began 
opening for business, so w e all had to spend a few  bucks.  I picked up a new  three-w ay led flashlight 
(red, green, w hite), along w ith a book on P hotoshop astronom y.  Bob K took possession of his new  A tlas 
m ount, and w e all gathered round and drooled over it.  U nfortunately w ith the rain, all he could do w as 
open the boxes, verified that everything as there, and  put it in his car. 
M id-afternoon, the rain tapered off to an occasional drizzle.  Just enough to keep things dam p. 
 
A t 2:00pm , I gave m y new  presentation on the Venus T ransit. It w as a com bined historical review  of the 
17th, 18th &  19th century attem pts at observing the transit and w hy it w as so im portant, along w ith m y 
personal observations from  2004 and 2012.  T he talk w as w ell received by the audience, w ith good 
follow -up questions afterw ards. 
 
A fter the spaghetti dinner, w e stood/sat under Denny's tent canopy shooting the breeze and looking at 
everyone's pictures that they had taken earlier in the w eek.  A t dusk, a m ore persistent rain and w ind 
began w ith a drop in tem perature, and that forced everyone back indoors.   
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A fter a bit of reading and m ovie w atching, it w as another early night to bed. 
 
Satu rday   6 / 8/ 2 0 1 3 : 
S aturday m orning, the rain continued to drizzle on/off.  T he sw ap table started off 'dry', but after a w hile 
I could feel m y hair curling from  the light m ists.  Did m anage to sell the m ajority of astronom y hardw are 
that I had from  spring cleaning.  Eventually by early afternoon, the cloudy w eather began to lift. 
T ook in a few  talks over at the pavilion, and uncovered m y equipm ent.  T he Kiski A stronom ers kept up 
our w inning streak w ith Denny taking hom e a free m agazine subscription.   
 
I w ent for a stroll around the observing field and took a few  shots: 
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By 7:00pm , the sky had com pletely cleared and a large group of public attendees for the park program  
begun to w alk around asking questions of the am ateur astronom ers about their equipm ent.   
U nfortunately, w ith sunset, the clouds began to return, form ing right over our heads.  A dditionally heavy 
dew  began to settle in, requiring the dew  heaters to be fired up to high even before it w as dark. 
A fter a quick m ount pow er-up and star sync, I started chasing the rapidly closing sucker-holes in an 
attem pt to show  the public som e deep-sky objects w ith the video-cam eras.  I m anaged to get a 60 
second shot of the 'W hirlpool Galaxy' (M 51) w ith the S tellaCam -3 and 6" R C right before the sky totally 
closed up and w as able to freeze that im age, along w ith a 8 second im age m ade w ith the S C-II on the 
50m m  on both m onitors.  http://home.comcast.net/~lemastro/vidcap/images/m51-06082013.jpg 
 I kept these im ages up and running as a consolation prize for the disappointed public w ho stopped in on 
their w ay out of the park.  M any of the observers on the field gave up on the sky and began packing up 
for the night.   
 
But, shortly after M idnight, the local conditions stabilized and the sky cleared off, revealing a beautiful 
glow ing M ilky-W ay!  I stayed up till close to 4:00am , w hen the fog rolled in, show ing w hoever w as about 
the show case seasonal objects: the L agoon, S w an, Eagle, R ing, Dum bbell, M 22, M 51, M 81 &  
M 82,M 101,, etc.     (captured using the 6” R C f5 &  S tellaCam -3 @  60 seconds unguided)   
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I also w as able to capture the jet in M 87: 
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T he C-Gem  put each slew  right on the chip!  L ove that new  m ount!! 
S o the final night of the 2013 Cherry S prings S tar P arty w as saved. 
 
Su n day  6 / 0 9 / 2 0 1 3 : 
S lept in as long as I could, but soon the noise of cam pers packing w oke m e up. 
A fter a few  hours of breaking dow n the telescope and cam psite, I headed back to P ittsburgh. 
N ext trip w hen I head up to P otter Cty w ill be for the Black Forest S tar P arty in S eptem ber! 
 
L arry M cHenry 
A stronom ical W ebportal:    http://home.comcast.net/~lsmch/ 


