
  Black Forest S tar P arty -  S eptem ber, 2013 
A s the dam p sum m er of 2013 began to w ind dow n, it w as tim e to flip the calendar from  A ugust to 
S eptem ber and prepare for the Black Forest S tar P arty up at Cherry S prings S tate P ark. 
From  w atching the variable w eather forecast seesaw  betw een clear and cloudy, I had som e concerns 
about the event, but hoped for the best. 
 
Su n day   9 / 1 / 2 0 1 3 : 
W ith this year's BFS P  falling the w eekend after L abor Day, I decided to m ake the m ost of it, and headed 
up to Cherry S prings on the 1st of S eptem ber.  T he drive up started out w ith clouds and m ist south of 
P ittsburgh, but once I m ade it up to Benezette, the sky began to clear.  A fter getting past the stopped 
traffic from  Elk w atchers, the drive w as quite beautiful.  Blue sky overhead, w hite and grey tow ering 
nim bus clouds off in the distance, and rays of golden sunlight falling dow n am ong the dark green hills 
rising steeply aw ay from  the road.  T he stream s w ere all a m uddy brow n and up over their banks.   
 
I arrived m id-afternoon at the park to find Bob K from  Kiski setting up in our usual spot, next to good 
friend Dennis of York. A  new  acquaintance, T racy from  Delaw are w as setting up inside the S ky S hed.  
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T here w ere already about 30 - 40 cam pers on site, including Bob and P aul, also from  the York area, w ho 
had w eathered a lightning storm  the night before that had sent them  all running to their cars.  A s it w as, 
a large thunderstorm  w as fast approaching from  the north w hen I arrived, so I very quickly got m y cam p 
in order.  Fortunately, the storm  veered off to the east, m issing the park.   
T he rest of the afternoon and evening w as intervals of sun and clouds, but other than a few  sprinkles, no 
serious storm s. 
 
I w ent ahead and assem bled m y new  C -Gem  m ount w ith the 6" R C and aligned the finderscope.  A lso 
setup m y S am sung S DC435 videocam era on a tripod and captured several AVI clips of threating clouds. 
L ater that evening, w e w ere treated to large sucker holes, allow ing us to naked-eye observe a num ber of 
bright stars including A rcturus, A ntaries, Vega, Deneb, A ltair, along w ith their hom e constellations.   
T he M ilky-W ay w ould also put in an appearance from  tim e-to-tim e.  A round 9:30pm  a large storm  w ith 
cloud-to-cloud lightening passed to the N .E. of us, putting on a nice firew orks display.  
Bob, T racy, and I pulled out our law n chairs and enjoyed w atching the nature show .  A round 10:30pm , 
w ith the storm  draw ing aw ay, I headed inside m y little teardrop cam per and w atched a m ovie, calling it 
a night shortly after m idnight.  During the w ee hours, I heard a light rain hitting the cam per roof vent. 
 
 
M on day   9 / 2 / 2 0 1 3 : 
T he day started off as a m isty, dreary, cool m orning.  By 11:00am , the S un had appeared, drying off the 
observing field.  Bob K and I headed dow n to L ym an P ark.  It w asn't long after w e got back to CS  that 
Denny H from  Kiski arrived and setup cam p across from  us.   
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T he sky conditions continued to be partly cloudy w ith the tem p getting w arm .  Fortunately, there w as a 
steady breeze that kept us cool and helped dry out the field.  During the day, a num ber of other folks 
pulled in, including T om  P  w ho setup next to Denny, and by m id-afternoon, the num ber of observers 
had grow n to about 50. 
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W hile the N O A A  w eather radio w asn't so prom ising for the night, the clearskyclock for CS  w as prom ising 
decent skies for the evening.  But around 3:30pm , everyone's w eather radio alarm s began sounding.   
A  severe thunderstorm  w ith 60+ M P H w inds and hail w as approaching Cherry S prings!  T he park rangers 
even drove around and w arned everyone of the pending storm .   W e quickly began batting dow n the 
hatches, stow ing everything that could possible go airborne, and tightened the tent canopy stakes. 
W ith dark clouds and thunder all around, and the radio alerts continuing to sound, w e headed for the 
cars to ride out the storm .  O nce again, luck shined on Cherry S prings, as a strong w ind from  the 
southw est blew  the storm  around the park, w ith it dropping only a steady rain for about 20 m inutes. 
A fter the storm  ended, w e all brought back out our cam ping stuff and w aited for the evening. 
By 6:30pm , the sky had gone back to partly cloudy w ith bits of sunshine and a light breeze. 
 
A t dusk, w ith the skies m ore prom ising, I attached the S tellaCam  video cam eras to the 6" R C and 50m m  
finder and brought both to alignm ent and focus.  O nce dark enough to see P olaris peeking thru the haze, 
I quickly did a rough m anual polar align and pow ered on the C-Gem  m ount, and then proceeded to do a 
2-star alignm ent and then fine-tuned that w ith a polar align using the video cam s. 
Bob and Denny both had opted not to setup their telescopes, and instead pulled up law n chairs for a 
little naked-eye sucker-hole M ilky-W ay observing.  A fter doing a 'test' star-hop to globular cluster M 3 
and the W hirlpool Galaxy M 51, I started w orking on m y observing projects thru the sucker-holes.   
U sing the GO T O  to quickly center m e on the object I w as after w as a big help in taking advantage of the 
sky conditions.  M y 1st project of the night w as to finish a list of bright planetary nebula, of w hich I had 9 
left to observe.  I proceeded to acquire IC4593 over in Hercules, then slew ed to Cygnus, w hich w as 
overhead in the clear to add another 4 (N GC6884, 7026, 7027 & 7048).  T he dew  w as quite heavy, 
soaking everything, and I had to run the heaters at full for the entire evening.  T hen I hurried over to 
S agittarius, w hich had popped out from  behind a cloud bank to catch N GC6818, before it w as hidden 
once again in another fast approaching cloud.  A round 10:00pm , the clouds finally thickened up and 
closed dow n the entire sky.   
A  distant thunderstorm  filled the S .W . sky w ith vivid lightening.  Bob and Denny both headed in to bed.   
I hesitantly w aited till 10:30pm  to see if it w ould m ove past, but decided to shutdow n the telescope and 
cam eras and quickly covered up.  T he next day, I heard that it had once again cleared off by m idnight. 
 
 
Tu esday   9 / 3 / 2 0 1 3 : 
A w oke to a sunny sky and cooler tem ps.  A  cold front had passed thru overnight.  But soon, it began to 
cloud over and an occasional m isty rain w ent over the observing field.  A fter breakfast, Denny and I 
headed into tow n to pick up a few  item s at the local hardw are store.  A s w e w ere preparing to leave, our 
good friend Don P  from  the Ham ilton O nt club arrived and setup across from  m e, beside Denny.   
W e m ade Don a tem porary Kiski A stronom er m em ber for the w eek. 
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A fter visiting the hardw are store and gassing up the car, w e headed back to the park.  A  num ber of folks 
started pulling in. Bob N  from  Kiski arrived and setup next to Bob K.  
Bob brought his new  C anon lens w ith him  for the trip. 
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M ike from  N ew  Jersey and N ick pulled in on the other side of Dennis.   
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I figured at this point, w e had over 100 folks on the field.  T hroughout the day, the w eather w ent back-n-
forth from  sunny to rain.  T he clearskyclock once again called for clearing later in the evening, so Bob, 
Denny, and all the other new com ers assem bled their telescopes in anticipation. 
 T hen late in the afternoon, the S un w as finally com pletely covered by clouds, and by evening there 
w asn’t any hope for clear skies that night.  A t 8:00pm , I w ent in to read.  A fter confirm ing at 10:00pm  
that it w as still cloudy, I w atched a m ovie till m idnight.  A fter checking the overcast sky one last tim e, I 
w ent to bed.  W hat a sad evening!!! 
 
 
W edn esday   9 / 4 / 2 0 1 3 : 
W oke to another dreary daw n, so rolled over and slept in.  Finally craw led out of the cam per around 
9:30am  to a cool dam p cloudy day.  T he w eather radio w as prom ising sunshine and w arm er w eather in 
the afternoon and clear skies that evening.  W e’ll see,,,,, 
A fter breakfast, Bob K, Bob N  and I w ent for a w alk along the hiking trail.  T he path had becom e a bit 
overgrow n and eroded over the last couple of years, but w e still had an enjoyable stroll thru the trees.  
U pon returning to cam p, I headed over across R t44 to the outdoor planetarium .  I w anted to scout out a 
good observing location for Friday night’s m oon shot from  W allops Island, Virginia.  It w ill be low  on the 
horizon, but w e have a good chance of seeing it from  C herry S prings.  T he park had done quite a bit of 
w ork at the outdoor planetarium  site, re-orienting the benches to face tow ards the East, and putting in a 
new  parking area.  T hey have plans for re-routing the m ain entrance several 100 feet dow n the road 
tow ards tow n to keep the car headlights from  shining onto the m ain observing field.  A lso, they are 
building a sm all observatory to house a telescope used by the rangers in the m onthly sky program . 
Back in A ugust, they had over a 1000 people show  up for the P erseid M eteor show er!! 
 
By now , the sky had com pletely cleared off w ith brilliant sunshine to a beautiful blue and just a few  
w hite puffy clouds.  I had a quick view  of the S un thru M ike’s 60m m  C oronado solar scope.  T here w ere 
several nice lim b prom inences and disk filam ents visible.  In particular, there w as a large eruptive 
prom inence on the Eastern lim b that show ed good m ovem ent and structural changes over a half-hour 
period.  I w as tem pted to sw itch out the 6” R C  w ith m y 8” S CT  optical tube on the C-Gem  m ount and use 
the .6A  Daystar Ha filter but decided to hold off for T hursday.  M ore cam pers continues to pour into the 
observing field, w ith the place looking half-full.  M ust have been at least 250+ astronom ers there, 
including Eric and his Dad from  Eastern P a.   
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A t sunset, the sky w as com pletely clear, and all the astronom ers began uncovering their telescopes in 
preparation of the com ing night.  O nce dark enough, I re-did m y polar alignm ent of the C-Gem  and 
hopped around a few  of the brighter M essier objects, w aiting for full darkness.  I started off w ith m y 
planetary nebula observing project by re-doing IC4593 in Hercules and N GC6818 in S agittarius, and then 
continued w orking in S agittarius before he sat in the S .W , to catch several objects that I had m issed from  
previous constellation survey w ork – N GC6565, 6589-90-95, 6882(Barnards Galaxy), R u136 and T R 31. 
A gain, dew  becam e heavy, to the point of beginning to drip off of the telescope.  But the dew  heaters, 
purring on high, kept the optics nice and dry!  A fter w rapping up w hat I could in S agittarius, took a break 
from  the constellation survey and finished off the planetary nebula observing project by capturing the 
final three objects over in P erseus and A uriga -  IC351, 2003, and 2149. 
I then w ent back to the Collinder open cluster project, video-capturing a cluster each in P erseus and 
A uriga – N GC956 and 1605. 
 
During the observing w ith the 6” R C and S tellaCam s, I had the S am sung S DC435 video-cam era on a 
tripod, capturing tim e lapse of the glow ing S agittarius M ilky-W ay.   
L ater, I com bined the night’s footage w ith cloud avi clips from  earlier in the w eek to m ake this m ovie: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBaT7vXSeko&feature=player_detailpage 
S cattered clouds began rolling in around 11:00pm , and continued off and on until the sky w ent 
com pletely overcast by 1:00am .  W hile Bob K, Bob N , Denny H and I w ere standing around Bob K’s 
telescope com plaining to each other about the clouds, a brilliant bolide lit up the skies at 11:08pm , 
falling thru A quarius to the horizon.  It briefly lit up the ground around us, casting shadow s.  S om e folks 
reported hearing a sonic boom !  I caught the light reflecting off a cloud bank w ith the S am sung. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnLZlHE6ut8&feature=player_detailpage 
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For the next couple of hours, I m ade the m ost of the clear gaps, slew ing from  one section of the sky to 
another, video-capturing the objects on m y observing list.  Finally, at 1:30am , I gave up and covered up 
the telescope and w ent to bed.  A  decent night! 
 
 
Thu rsday   9 / 5 / 2 0 1 3 : 
T he noise of other cam pers w oke m e earlier than planned to a clear blue sky and cool tem peratures.  
S oon the bit of low  fog and dew  had burned off and the observing field dried off nicely.  T he park 
w orkers arrived to pitch the registration and vendor tent, w ith a num ber of vendors w aiting patiently to 
setup their goods.  T his included our good friend Jeff of CCT S .  L ater that m orning, M ike from  N iagara, 
Canada, and Dave K, W ini and John L  from  the Kiski club arrived.  John assem bled his 14” M eade L X 200 
S CT  beside Denny.   
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W ith the vendors setting up, around noon, a num ber of attendees began an im prom ptu sw ap m eet 
am ong the picnic tables, w here I picked up several old books and Deep S ky m agazines.  A fter lunch, I 
officially signed in at the registration tent.  Headed back to cam p and brought out the solar observing 
equipm ent, sw apping the 6” R C  w ith an 8” S CT  optical tube, attaching a Coronado P S T  and m y .6A  
Daystar Ha filter.  O bserved a num ber of prom inences and sunspots in Ha, though there w asn’t as m uch 
activity as the previous day.  L eft the solar equipm ent up and running thru the afternoon. 



 
A ll day, people poured into the observing field, looking for a place to squeeze into and setup.  By now , 
there m ust have been a good 500 observers there!   
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T he sky stayed beautifully clear and blue, and at sunset, the air tem perature began dropping rapidly and 
dew  started form ing.  A ll over the observing field, hundreds of telescopes w ere uncovered and pointed 
skyw ards.  Excitem ent hung in the air, as one by one, the stars soon appeared, follow ed by the glow ing 
band of the M ilky-W ay!!  T he crisp cool air, clear sky, and brilliant stars dow n to the horizon m ade m e 
w ish I had tim e to just sit for aw hile and take in the spectacular view  opening over our heads.  But I had 
too m any objects on m y observing list to spend m ore than a few  short m inutes absorbing the naked-eye 
w onders before getting dow n to serious observing business!   
 
S tarted w ith the Collinder open cluster project in Cygnus and Cepheus w here I had left off the previous 
evening,  CR 419, 421, 428, 471, and N GC7023 & 7419.  A fter about an hour, I sw itched over to w orking 
m y E.E. Barnard Dark N ebula project, chasing dow n a num ber of them  in A quila.  B127, 129, 130, 132, 
133, 134, 135, 136, and L N D684.  A round 1:00am  I then m oved on to m y constellation survey w ork in 
A ndrom eda, picking up a num ber of previously m issed objects, galaxies:  N GC214, 232, 687, 708, 710, 
759, 797, 801, 818, 828, 834, 841, 845, 906, and 914.   
W hile in the area I visited the P inw heel Galaxy M 33, N GC891, the Crab N ebula M 1, and then headed 
over to the south for the S ilver Coin Galaxy – N GC253. 
http://hom e.com cast.net/~lem astro/conventions/BF2013-18.jpg 
http://hom e.com cast.net/~lem astro/conventions/BF2013-19.jpg 
http://hom e.com cast.net/~lem astro/conventions/BF2013-20.jpg 
http://hom e.com cast.net/~lem astro/conventions/BF2013-21.jpg 
 
A round 2:30am , the seeing w ent soft, w ith the Cygnus M ilky-W ay dim m ing.  I took a break and w ent 
inside the cam per to w arm  up and change into heavier clothes.  T he tem ps had dropped into the 40’s, 
and before I w as done for the night, w ould hover close to 35 degrees.  I didn’t personally see any frost, 
though the next day I head a few  others m ention having som e form  on their equipm ent.  Both of the 
Bob’s called it a night, w ith W ini, John, and Dave retiring earlier.  Denny, Don, and I decided to m ake a 
night of it, continuing our observing/im aging and encouraging each other to stay up for the m orning 
zodiacal light.  I picked up observing w ith another round of Collinder open clusters in A uriga and T aurus:  
CR 62, 65, N GC1883, 1893, and 2192.  A fter another trip inside around 3:30 to w arm  up, I setup the 
S am sung video-cam era and pointed it tow ard the eastern sky.  S oon, around 4:30am , I began detecting 
hints of glow , and by a quarter to 5:00, w e w ere rew arded w ith a nice display of zodiacal light rising up 
as a pyram id glow  out of the east, stretching  from  the horizon from  M ars just above the tree-line to 
higher up tow ard Castor and P ollux in Gem ini. 
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S hortly after 5:00am , I turned off the cam eras and m onitors, covered up the telescope, and w ent to bed. 
It w as a great night at Cherry S prings!!! 
 



 
 
Friday   9 / 6 / 2 0 1 3 : 
A fter about 6 hours of sleep, I finally w oke from  the noise of the crow ded observing field. 
T he day started off brisk and sunny.  A fter putting aw ay a few  item s and review ing the observations 
from  the night before, I visited the vendor tent again, w here I purchased a great book from  Jeff/CCT S  on 
the A rp galaxies.  I plan on using that for a 2014 observing project. 
T ony and R os from  the Kiski club arrived shortly after lunch to partly hazy skies. (I w as dow n for a nap). 
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A ll day, m ore and m ore folks continued to arrive and fill any open spot on the field. 
T he Kiski group gathered together at Denny’s tent w here W ini and John cooked up a round of hot 
sausages for everyone.  Very tasty!! 
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L ate that afternoon/early evening, Bob K, Bob N , Denny H, and I w ent for a stroll around the observing 
field.  W e w ere in aw e of how  m any am ateur astronom ers w ere there!  It w as so packed, people w ere 
cam ping at the far ends of the observing field under the trees, in the north field beside the vendor’s 
tent, by the registration tent near the park entrance, and even besides the porta-johns!   
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A s w e w alked around, even m ore arrived, circling the roads looking for a place to pull in a cam per or 
pitch a tent.  T here w as an am azing assem bly of telescope equipm ent on the field.  Every style, m ake 
and m odel m ust have been present, from  sm all basic dobsonians and refractors to advanced im aging 
rigs w ith state-of-the-art cam eras hanging everyw here!   
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W e ran into am ateurs that w e knew  at every turn in the road, from  clubs all over the east coast. 
I even m et local S outh Hills astronom er Danny K at the far end of the field. 
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A s sundow n approached, a high haze began building, and the w eather radio changed its tune, calling for 
a cloudy night.  S taying optim istic, I decided to try out m y new  L R GB im aging filter set and attached the 
filter slider and N exGuide autoguider.  But w ith the stars struggling to shine thru the m urky skies, I 
ended up sitting around w ith the Kiski group, com m iserating about the sad state of the sky above us. 
A  little later, I noticed that over in the N .E. sky, Cassiopeia w as in the clear.  I hurried over to m y w aiting 
scope and proceeded to video-capture about a dozen Collinder clusters that I needed.  CR 33, 34, 36, 
463, N GC146, 281, 366, 609, IC1805, 1848, T R 1 and Harvard-20.  
By the tim e I had finished, it had partly cleared off over in S agittarius, so I attem pted an L R GB im aging 
session on the L agoon N ebula – M 8.  Here’s one of the ‘red’ filter shots: 
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S hortly after 11:00pm , w e all trooped over to the outdoor planetarium  to see if w e could catch the 
rocket launch of the L A DEE lunar satellite from  W allops Island Virginia at 11:27pm .   
R ight on tim e, w e w ere able to see a bright ‘star’ arching up over the S .E. tree-line. 
A fter a m om entary disappearance, the rocket reappeared as the second stage kicked in.  Very cool!! 
 
A fter returning back to cam p, the sky finally began to close dow n w ith a general thick overcast.  
By m idnight it w as all over!  A fter standing around for aw hile w ith the group, cursing the w eather, m ost 
headed off to bed.  I gave it another half-hour, but w ith the darkening clouds and a dam p breeze picking 
up, I reluctantly shut dow n the cam eras and video m onitors, covered up the telescope, closed the back 
of the cam per and also w ent to bed.  W hat a lousy disappointing end to a prom ising day. 
 
 
Satu rday   9 / 7 / 2 0 1 3 : 
A  passing show er overnight led to a dam p field.  I rolled out of bed early at 8:00am , as I knew  it w as 
going to be a busy day w ith m y ‘Venus T ransit’ presentation scheduled for later that afternoon.    
S oon the sky w ent to partly cloudy and betw een the S un and a slight breeze, the observing field quickly 
dried out.  T he w eather radio forecast announced that it w as a lost cause for any clear sky that evening 
– 40%  chance of rain.  A dditionally, those w ith sm art phones w ith a w eather app show ed a big blob of 
clouds and rain heading our w ay.  A  lot of folks began packing up and pulled out throughout the day. 
A fter I gave m y presentation, w hich w as w ell attended, Denny and I grabbed an early dinner at the food 
vendor.  T he field w as alm ost half-em pty by late afternoon, but for the final presentation and raffle it 
w as still standing room  only.   
 
During the afternoon, I w alked around and visited w ith som e folks, and like everyone else, began putting 
things aw ay.  I w anted to leave the telescope setup for the public night, just in case w e got a lucky 
sucker hole or tw o later that evening.  W e all w rapped up packing in tim e to head over to the pavilion at 
5:00pm  for the keynote speaker, Dr. Carey L isse, w hose topic w as Com et Ison.    
T he gist of it w as that w hile Ison m ay end up not being the ‘Com et of the Century’, it should still be a 
dam m ed fine sight in the evening Decem ber skies! 



A fter the talk, cam e the park update from  M axine and Chip, follow ed by the doorprize draw ing in w hich 
Bob K w on a m eteorite chip identified from  the M oon, and m ore appropriately, a chip from  M ars!   ?  
W hile during the raffle draw ing, several light rain show ers w ent thru soaking the field.  W hat a bum m er! 
 
A fterw ards Bob K, Denny, and I continued to pack aw ay stuff, w hile Dave K, Bob N , W ini and John L  
drove into tow n for dinner.  T here w as alm ost a traffic jam  of attendees pulling out, heading for hom e. 
A t dusk, Bob k w ent to bed early, w hile Denny, Don P , and I entertained the few  public visitors 
w ondering about the field.  During a dry loll, I packed aw ay the telescope.  S hortly after I finished, the 
gang arrived back from  tow n, and w e all stood around visiting for a bit longer.   
Eventually everyone headed off to their cam pers, and Don P  headed hom e to Canada. 
In bed by 10:30pm , listening to the rain tapping on the cam per roof.   
T hus ended the Black Forest S tar P arty – 2013. 
 
 
Su n day   9 / 8/ 2 0 1 3 : 
A fter a good night’s sleep, w as up early at 7:30am  to com plete packing up the inside of the cam per. 
T he Bob’s had already pulled out for hom e.  It w as a w et, cloudy/m isty m orning. 
A fter a quick breakfast, finished breaking cam p, saw  Denny off on his w ay hom e, m ade m y ow n 
goodbyes, and hit the road for P ittsburgh at 9:30am . 
 
S o w ith BFS P  2013 com ing to a close, the dam p starparty w eather streak for 2013 continued. 
O ne of Denny H’s last parting com m ents w as “W orst A stronom y S um m er Ever!” 
I think he m ay be correct.  T here’s only one m ore convention left to turn it around. 
Hidden Hollow  2013 on O ctober 4th & 5th.  W ith any luck, it w ill save the year. 
 
L arry M cHenry 
A stronom ical W ebportal:    http://hom e.com cast.net/~lsm ch/ 
 
 


