Hidden Hollow Star Party 2010

Here's a brief report of H dden Hol | ow 2011.

After spending the week watching the weather forecasts for Sept 29th - Cct
2nd go fromgreat to once again 'dismal’', | decided to take a chance and go
over to Mansfield Chio for the 2011 H dden Hol | ow Conventi on.

http: // ww. wr 0. or g/ hi ddenhol | owi nf 0. ht m

Qur good friend Bob Kr fromthe Richland Astronom cal Society, the owners of
the Warren Rupp C(bservatory | ocated at H dden Holl ow, had nade sure that
electrical outlets were included during their educational building addition
this past sumer. Up at Black Forest, we had told Bob that if they put in
electricity on the observing field, we would be sure to attend.

So now, we all felt obligated to go. :)

| arrived Thursday afternoon nmeeting up with Bob K fromthe Kiski Astrononers
at our usual camping spot. About a half-hour later Denny H arrived and set up.
(Bob N canme up the next day). W all quite happily plugged into the new
electrical outlets waiting for us. Wile the skies were overcast, the rain
held off for nost of the early evening, but around 9:00pm the skies |et

| oose with a good hard rain. That continued off and on for the rest of the

ni ght into nost of the day on Friday.

We did get a chance to wal k around sone on Friday and checked out the new
educati on building constructed adjacent to the observatory, where RAS nenbers
Bob Kr and Terry M gave Denny, Bob K, and nyself a tour:
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-01.jpg
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-02.jpg

On one end of the structure was a 'garage', where the RAS nenbers stored
their personal tel escopes, that could be rolled out to a |arge concrete pad
bet ween the existing club house and observatory:
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-03.jpg
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-05.jpg

There was a |l ong covered porch with red |ighting:
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-04.jpg

And a large activities roomequi pped with a big screen TV where we wat ched
novi es on Friday night and where they had the portable Planetariumsetup:
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-06.jpg
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-07.jpg

After the tour, we all split up for the afternoon. Bob headed off to watch a
stack of old novies that he had brought, Denny went to work on processing
some of the inmages he had taken last nonth up at Bl ack Forest, and | went
over to the lodge to read a book I had picked up this summer in a small

bookst ore over on the Chesapeake Bay, "Boltzmann's Tomb", by Bill Geen, a
geochem st professor eneritus at Mam U, who grew up in Pittsburgh. I'm
about half-way thru - an interesting read. It's sort of a travel -log of his

journeys to a nunber of sites of scientific discovery or places where sone of
the early great scientists |lived and worked.



Friday evening at dusk, the rain let up and a large clearing went over
providing us with several hours of inpronmptu observing. Wile none of our
group had tel escopes ready to go, the RAS fol ks opened up the garage door on
their new building and rolled out a bunch of big dobs, saving the day!

One in particular, a 20" truss equi pped with an image intensifier eyepiece
gave spectacul ar views of deepsky objects.

It was quite interesting to see the glow of the 'Swman Nebula', M7, in the
sparkling and shimrering green gl ow generated by the electronic intensifier.

W al so observed with several other |arge dobs Conet Garrard over near

Her cul es, the usual showcase deepsky objects, and took in the naked -eye view
of the fall MIky-Way arching down to the sout hwestern horizon.

But, by 10:30pm the sky began to once again shutdown with the clouds rolling
in, and after mdnight, it was back to the rain.

It continued to rain all thru Saturday, which we spent over in the | odge
attendi ng the various presentations. Throughout the day, other fol ks kept
arriving for the talks, so by the end of the day, there were probably about
70 sone people in attendance. Most were there for the day, while a few stayed
i n the bunkhouse, and a handful of us camped on the field.

If it wasn't for the new el ectrical hookups, | think we all would have gone
hone Friday afternoon. The last itemof the day was the door prize draw ng,
and the RAS had a | arge sel ection.

Al of the Kiski club nmenbers wal ked away wi nners!! t hough Bob N was the
only one to win hardware - an Orion 20mmillum nated cross-hair eyepiece. Bob
K won a stony neteorite, Denny won a box of brass celestial thingy's that you
dangl e fromyour patio unbrella, and I won one of those glowin the dark

gl ass Saturn garden bul bs,, whoopee!! ;)

After sunset, a few snall sucker holes drifted along the western horizon, but
nothing really cleared out enough to observe. As the tenps were dropping into
the upper 30's, we all decided that we had enough of the weather and went to
bed. Sunday, we were all up early to a sky that had cl eared off soneti me
around 4: 00am packed up and headed back honme ~ 8: 30am

That ended pretty nuch a cold, wet, not very astronony worthy weekend!

One |l ast note. The Warren Rupp (bservatory contains a large classical 31" f7
reflector, a good 20" tall. You need to ride alift to reach the eyepiece.
Here's a photo froma previ ous conventi on:
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-08.jpg

Wl |, about two weeks ago, several menbers were tweaking the tel escope,
adjusting the cul mination. They had just |oosen the secondary adjustment
screws and decided to swing the tel escope upright, not knowi ng that there was
no safety wire or bolt hol ding the secondary assenbl y:
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-09.jpg

As the optical tube reached toward the zenith, the secondary assenbly

det ached and cane crashing down!! The secondary shattered on i npact:
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions’HH2011-10.jpg

Wth the pointed tip of the assembly gouging a large thunb sized divet in the
primary mrror, about a 1/3 of the way fromthe edge:

http://home.comcast. net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions HH2011-11.jpg




But the worst part was that the force of the inpact of the multi -pound
secondary falling fromsuch a height fractured the 4" thick mrror in halfl!
http://home.comcast. net/~ki skiastronomers/images/conventionsHH2011-12.jpg

VWhat a disaster!!!

Fortunately, the RAS had the mirror insured, and they are currently
negotiating with their insurance conpany foe a suitable replacenent.

A cautionary tale to keep in mnd when adjusting our own tel escopes. ...
VWell, this concludes ny no | onger brief reports of the 2011 Astrobl ast and
H dden Hol | ow Conventi ons.

Larry MHenry
Astronom cal Webportal:
http:// hone. contast . net/~l snth/




